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to Bliicher: "All right, I shall come, provided I
am not attacked myself/' The interview must
have been very friendly, for Dornberg, who
escorted Wellington on his return, writes: " As we
rode away good Bliicher accompanied us a part of
the way; and, as he turned back, the Duke said
to me: "What a fine fellow he is!"1 Among the
reports that cannot be verified is one to the effect
that after looking over Blucher's dispositions for
the battle Wellington said: " If they stay here, they
will be damnably mauled."

Wellington was attacked, as we know, at
Quatre-Bras and had on hand, not the great forces
he had proclaimed to Bliicher, but only the seven
thousand men that had been withdrawn from
Nivelles the night before without his orders. As
the day wore on reinforcements came up, but even
at nightfall he had but about 30,000, with which,
indeed, he easily repulsed the 21,000 of Ney.
There was nothing to spare for Blucher, for Well-
ington could not know to what extent Napoleon
would reinforce Ney,

It was fortunate for the allies that Napoleon
was guided by a number of singularly false im-
pressions. He believed that Wellington's and
Blucher's armies were both retreating, each along
its own line of communication. It must have
strengthened this view that, on the I5th, so small

1 Pflugk-Harttung: "Die Verhandlungen Wellington's und
Blucher's an der Windmuhle bei Brye," in Historisches Jahrbuch*
Munich, 1902.